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The Reading Deficit

[Insert NAEP overall achievement level results table, p. 2]
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The Brain and Reading

The parieto-temporal and 
occipito-temporal areas in the 
back of the brain are especially 
important to skilled reading. 
Poor readers underutilized these 
areas. Evidence-based reading 
instruction in phonemic 
awareness and phonics can 
actually change brain activity in 
poor readers. 
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Essential Components of Reading Instruction

• Phonological Awareness
• Phonics
• Fluency
• Vocabulary
• Comprehension
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