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The Reading Deficit

[Insert NAEP overall achievement level results table, p. 2]

The Big Picture



The Brain and Reading

The parieto-temporal and 
occipito-temporal areas in the 
back of the brain are especially 
important to skilled reading. 
Poor readers underutilized these 
areas. Evidence-based reading 
instruction in phonemic 
awareness and phonics can 
actually change brain activity in 
poor readers. 
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Essential Components of Reading Instruction

• Phonological Awareness
• Phonics
• Fluency
• Vocabulary
• Comprehension

The Big Picture



Section I

Word 
Structure

• Chapter 1: Structure of English
• Chapter 2: Structure of Spanish
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Section I: Word Structure



Structure of English 

• Phonemes
• Consonant Phoneme Classifications
• Vowel Phoneme Classifications
• Sound/Spellings
• Syllables
• Onset-Rime
• Morphemes

Chapter 1: Structure of English 



© 2018 by CORE. All Rights Reserved.
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Structure of Spanish 

• Spanish Letter/Sound System
• Spanish Sound/Spelling Sequence
• Spanish Syllable Types and Patterns
• English/Spanish Language Differences
• Spanish/English Cross-Language Transfer
• English/Spanish Cognates

Chapter 2: Structure of Spanish 



Chapter 2: Structure of Spanish
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Chapter 2: Structure of Spanish



Section II

Early
Literacy

• Section Introduction
• Chapter 3: Print Awareness
• Chapter 4: Letter Knowledge
• Chapter 5: Phonological Awareness
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Section II: Early Literacy



Chapter 3: Print Awareness
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Letter Knowledge

• Letter Names
• Letter Shapes
• Letter Sounds
• Letter Formation (handwriting)

Chapter 4: Letter Knowledge
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Chapter 4: Letter Knowledge



Levels of Phonological Awareness

• Word
• Syllable
• Intrasyllable (Onset-Rime, Body-Coda)
• Phoneme

Chapter 5: Phonological Awareness
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Section III

Decoding
and Word 

Recognition

• Section Introduction
• Chapter 6: Phonics
• Chapter 7: Irregular Word Reading
• Chapter 8: Multisyllabic Word Reading
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Section III: Decoding and Word Recognition
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Ehri’s Phases of Word Recognition Development

• Pre-Alphabetic Phase   read visual clues

• Partial Alphabetic Phase   some sound/spellings

• Full Alphabetic Phase   most common sound/spellings

• Consolidated Alphabetic Phase  chunks of letters within words

• Automatic Phase proficient word reading

Section III: Decoding and Word Recognition



Explicit Phonics Lesson Sequence

1. Develop Phonemic Awareness

2. Introduce Sound/Spelling

3. Blend Words

4. Build Automatic Word Recognition

5. Apply to Decodable Text

6. Word Work for Decoding and Encoding

Chapter 6: Phonics



Good Phonics Instruction

• Develops understanding of the alphabetic principle
• Incorporates phonemic awareness
• Provides sufficient practice in reading words
• Leads to automatic word recognition
• Is one part of a comprehensive reading program
(Stahl, Duffy-Hester, and Stahl 1998)

Chapter 6: Phonics



Effective Instructional Techniques
• Corrective Feedback
• Monitoring
• Pacing
• Signaling
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Blending Routines

• Sound-by-Sound Blending

• Continuous Blending

• Whole Word Blending

• Spelling-Focused Blending

Chapter 6: Phonics



Types of Words

Regular Words
can be decoded by sounding out
Irregular Words
cannot be decoded by sounding out
High-Frequency Words
regular and irregular words that appear often in printed text

Chapter 7: Irregular Word Reading
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Approaches to Decoding Multisyllabic Words

• Syllable Types and Division Principles

• Affixes as Syllables

• Flexible Syllabication

Chapter 8: Multisyllabic Word Reading



Common Types of Syllables

• Closed men, picnic

• Open me, veto

• Vowel Combination boil, heavy

• r-Controlled far, snorkel

• Vowel–Consonant e race, tadpole

• Consonant–le apple, table

Chapter 8: Multisyllabic Word Reading
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Chapter 8: Multisyllabic Word Reading
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Chapter 8: Multisyllabic Word Reading



Section IV

Reading 
Fluency

• Section Introduction
• Chapter 9: Fluency Assessment
• Chapter 10: Fluency Instruction
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Section IV: Reading Fluency



Reading Fluency

Reading Fluency is the accurate reading of connected text at a 
conversational rate with appropriate prosody.

Accuracy is the ability to recognize or decode words correctly.
Rate is how quickly and accurately a reader reads connected text.
Prosody is the tonal and rhythmic aspects of spoken language.

Section IV: Reading Fluency
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Fluency Acronyms

ORF oral reading fluency

CBM curriculum-based measurement

WCPM words correct per minute

Chapter 9: Fluency Assessment



ORF Norms

Chapter 9: Fluency Assessment



Assessment of ORF Rate and Accuracy

1. Select Appropriate Text
2. Listen to the Student Read for One Minute
3. Calculate the ORF Score
4. Compare ORF Score to ORF Norms

Chapter 9: Fluency Assessment



Methods for Building Reading Fluency

• Independent Silent Reading
• Assisted Reading

Teacher Assisted
Peer-Assisted
Audio-Assisted
• Repeated Oral Reading

Timed Repeated Oral Reading
Partner Reading
Phrase-Cued Reading
• Integrated Fluency Instruction

Chapter 10: Fluency Instruction



Choosing the Right Text

• Text Length and Genre

• Text Content

• Levels of Text Difficulty

Independent Level (fewer than 5 errors per 100 words)

Instructional Level (fewer than 10 errors per 100 words)

Frustration Level (more than 10 errors per 100 words)

Chapter 10: Fluency Instruction



Section V

Vocabulary
• Section Introduction
• Chapter 11: Specific Word Instruction
• Chapter 12: Word-Learning Strategies
• Chapter 13: Word Consciousness
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Section V: Vocabulary
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Dale’s Levels of Word Knowledge

Level 1 Have never seen or heard the word before.
Level 2 Have seen or heard the word before, but don’t know what it 
means.
Level 3 Vaguely know the meaning of the word; can associate it with a 
concept or context.
Level 4 Know the word well; can explain it and use it.

Section V: Vocabulary



Specific Word Instruction

• Direct teaching of specific vocabulary words relevant to a given text 

can deepen students’ knowledge of word meanings.

• Specific words can be directly introduced through teacher-read 

alouds or through independently read text.

Chapter 11: Specific Word Instruction



Selecting Words to Teach

The Three-Tier System 

• Tier One basic words whose meanings students are likely to know

• Tier Two  general-purpose words that occur occur across a wide 

variety of domains  

• Tier Three specialized words that are specific to a particular content 

area or subject matter

Chapter 11: Specific Word Instruction



Selecting Words for ELLs
• Concreteness

Is the word concrete or abstract? Can it be shown or demonstrated?

• Cognate Status
Does the English word have a Spanish cognate?

• Depth of Meaning
Does the word have multiple meanings

• Utility
Is the meaning of the word key to understanding the selection?

Chapter 11: Specific Word Instruction



Rich and Robust Instruction

• Use Words Contextualized in Literature
• Develop Word Meanings Through . . .

Student Friendly Explanations
Teacher-Created Contexts
Active Engagement with Words
• Develop In-Depth Word Knowledge Through . . .

Use the words
Explore facets of word meaning
Consider relationships among words
• Extend Word Use Beyond the Classroom

Chapter 11: Specific Word Instruction



Word-Learning Strategies

• Dictionary Use
• Morphemic Analysis
• Contextual Analysis

Independent word learning strategies can help students 
determine the meanings of unfamiliar words that have not been 
explicitly introduced to them.

Chapter 12: Word-Learning Strategies
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Morphemic Analysis
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Contextual Analysis

Chapter 12: Word-Learning Strategies



Combined Morphemic and Contextual Analysis
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Word Consciousness

• Awareness of words
• Enjoyment of words
• Playing with words
• Interest in words
• Appreciation of words
• Satisfaction in using words well

Chapter 13: Word Consciousness



Fostering Word Consciousness

• Adept Diction

• Word Play

• Word Histories and Origins

Chapter 13: Word Consciousness



Layers of the English Language

Greek 
Specialized words used mostly in science and technology.
astronaut, geology, automatic
Latin
Longer, more sophisticated words used in format contexts, such as content-
area texts and literature.
audible, dictate, inspect
Anglo-Saxon
Short, everyday words used frequently in ordinary conversation and 
beginning reading texts.
house, happy, play

Chapter 13: Word Consciousness



Section VI

Comprehension • Section Introduction
• Chapter 14: Literary Text
• Chapter 15: Informational Text
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Section VI: Comprehension



Fundamentals of Comprehension

• The Reader

• The Text

• The Activity and Related Tasks

• The Context

Section VI: Comprehension
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Comprehension Strategies

• Monitoring Comprehension
• Connecting to World Knowledge
• Predicting
• Recognizing Text Structure
• Asking Questions
• Answering Questions
• Constructing Mental Images
• Summarizing

Section VI: Comprehension



Model of Explicit Strategy Instruction

1. Direct Explanation
2. Modeling
3. Guided Practice
4. Independent Practice

Section VI: Comprehension
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Scaffolding Tools

• Graphic Organizers
• Prompts
• Cooperative Learning
• Read-Aloud Methods

Section VI: Comprehension



Webb’s Depth of Knowledge

Level 1 Recall and Reproduction

Level 2 Skills and Concepts

Level 3 Strategic Thinking and Reasoning

Level 4 Extended Thinking

Section VI: Comprehension



Chapter 14: Literary Text
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Informational Text Structures

• Description

• Compare-Contrast

• Cause-Effect

• Problem/Solution

• Time Order (Sequence)

Chapter 15: Informational Text



Features of Considerate Texts

• Structural Cues

• Coherence

• Audience Appropriateness

Chapter 15: Informational Text
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MTSS for 
Reading 
Success

• Multi-Tiered Levels of Prevention and Support
• Evidence-Based Programs with High Quality 

Instruction
• Ongoing Assessment
• Data-Based Decision Making and Problem 

Solving
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MTSS for Reading Success



MTSS Lingo

• MTSS Multi-Tiered Systems of Support
• RtI Response to Intervention
• PBIS Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports
• SEL Social and Emotional Learning
• UDL Universal Design for Learning

MTSS for Reading Success
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Ongoing Assessment

• Screening Who has a problem?

• Progress Monitoring Is intervention fixing the problem?

• Diagnostic Why exactly is the problem occurring?

• Outcome How are students doing overall?

MTSS for Reading Success
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